2026 Photography Shoot-Out
ENTRY DROP OFF: Jan 7-10, 202

2026 Photography Competition Theme: "It's the Little

Things"

This year’s theme, chosen by Justin Highet, the 2025
FINE ART Shoot-Out First Prize Winner, is inspired by a simple phrase
FRAMING that's brought comfort and meaning to many: “It’s the little

things in life.”
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From the quiet beauty of everyday details to fleeting
moments of joy, we invite you to capture the seemingly small but deeply significant
parts of life. Whether it's the intricate texture of an object, close-up of a tiny
creature, a candid moment with a child, or that cup of coffee you've been looking
forward to all week—this theme is about celebrating what might otherwise go
unnoticed.

Maybe it's a random act of kindness, a shared smile, the way light hits a familiar
corner of your home, or something even more personal. Big or small, staged or
spontaneous—if it speaks to you as a "little thing" worth remembering, we want to
see it. Show us the little things that mean a lot.

Submission Rules

Eligibility: Open to photographers of all levels—amateur, hobbyist, and
professional.

Theme Requirement: Submissions must reflect the theme “It's the Little Things.”
Include a short caption or description explaining the moment or subject.

Entry Format & Fee: Physical Prints Only
We are accepting physical photo prints only—digital submissions will not be
considered.
All entries must be printed, mounted, or otherwise ready to hang on a wall.
This could mean a framed print, a mounted board, or a piece with a hanging
wire or backing—whatever works, as long as it's presentable and display-ready.

Entry fee: $20 per print, with a maximum of 2 entries per person.

Editing Guidelines: Basic editing (contrast, color correction, cropping) is allowed.
Heavily manipulated or Al-generated images are not permitted.

Axel's Gallery & Frame Shop

10 Stowe Street, Waterbury VT 05676
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Submission Deadline: Axel’s is accepting (physical) submissions between
January 7 - 10, during business hours. No exceptions will be made for
late entries. Axel’s Gallery and Frame Shop is open Wednesday — Friday
10:00 am — 6:00 pm and Saturdays 10:00 — 4:00 pm

How to Submit: Deliver or mail your ready-to-hang photo(s) to:

Axel’s Gallery, 10 Stowe Street, Waterbury VT 05676
Please include your name and contact information on the back of each
piece along with a signed Consignment Agreement.

Judging Criteria:

Interpretation of the theme
Creativity and originality
Composition and technical quality
Emotional impact

Prizes:

First Prize: A solo exhibition at Axel’s Gallery in November 2025 plus
more

Second Prize: $200 Axel’s Gift Certificate for picture framing and more
People’s Choice Award (votes by peers): $200 Axel’s Gift Certificate for
picture framing and more

Other awards are still being procured!

Rights: Photographers retain full rights to their work. By entering, you agree
to allow the competition organizers to display your image(s) for
promotional and exhibition purposes with proper credit.

Entry PLUS a signed Consignment Agreement must be dropped off to Axel’s
Gallery by Saturday Jan 10th by 4pm. Note our business hours are Wednesday
— Friday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm and Saturdays 10:00 — 4:00 pm.

Axel's Gallery & Frame Shop

10 Stowe Street, Waterbury VT 05676
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CONSIGNMENT AGREEMENT

THIS CONSIGNMENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”), is made on this __ day
of , 2026, by and between W Squared, LLC d/b/a Axel’s Frame Shop and
Gallery located at 10 Stowe Street, Waterbury, Vermont (“Gallery”), and
(Artist).

For good and valuable consideration, the Artist and the Gallery agree as follows:

1. Delivery: The Artist agrees to periodically deliver artwork (the “Work™) to the
Gallery for consignment. The Gallery reserves the right to refuse acceptance of any
proposed Work.

2. Consignment Arrangement. The Artist consigns to the Gallery, and the Gallery
accepts on consignment, those Works of art set forth on Exhibit A attached hereto and
made a part hereof. The Artist and the Gallery may supplement Exhibit A from time to
time. The Gallery shall not be responsible for any Work not listed on Exhibit A or a
supplement thereto.

3. Title to the Work. The title to each of the Works consigned at the Gallery shall
remain in the Artist until a purchaser has paid the amount owing from the sale of the
Work. Title shall pass directly to the purchaser of the Work upon payment in full. The
Gallery shall give notice, by a clear and conspicuous sign in full public view at the point
of sale or other appropriate location that certain Works of art in the Gallery are being sold
subject to a contract of consignment. All proceeds from the sale of any of the Works,
less commissions and any other amounts due to the Gallery, shall be held by the Gallery
in Trust for the Artist.

4. Artist’s Warranty. The Artist hereby warrants that he/she created all of the
Works listed on Schedule A and that the Artist possesses all legal rights in them free and
clear of liens, encumbrances, and claims of others. Artist further warrants the Works are
originals and do not infringe on upon the work of any other person.

5. Term. The term of this Consignment Agreement will be for
Feb. 11, 2026 with the right of either party to terminate this Agreement upon fifteen
(15) days' written notice. Any extension of the Term shall be on the same terms and
conditions as this Agreement unless modified by a writing signed by both parties.

6. Delivery Costs. Packing and shipping expenses and risk of loss incurred in
delivery of works of art to the Gallery shall be the responsibility of the Artist. For the
return of the remaining works of art to the Artist, at the conclusion of this Agreement or
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otherwise, Artist shall be responsible for the delivery charges and shall bear the risk of
loss.

7. Loss or Damage & Marketability. In the event that a piece of Work, or pieces
of Work, are lost, damaged, stolen or otherwise destroyed during the term of the
consignment, the Gallery shall be responsible for 60% of the retail amount the Artist
would have received had the Work or Works been sold at the retail price(s) listed on
Exhibit A. Work will be periodically assessed, at the discretion of Gallery, for
marketability and quality. Gallery, at its discretion, may remove any Work from the
Gallery. Promptly following notice of removal, Artist shall arrange to pick up with
Work.

8. Pricing. The Gallery shall offer the Works of art for sale at the prices set forth
in Exhibit A. It will not accept any lesser price without the prior consent of the Artist.
Artist may consent to lesser prices than are shown on Exhibit A by electronic mail or
other written means. Absent a prior written agreement, no Work of art shall be sold
without payment in full.

9. Exclusive Right to Display & Sell. During the term of this Agreement, the
Artist grants the Gallery an exclusive right to display and sell, under the terms of this
Agreement, those Works of art set forth on Exhibit A and any other Work created by the
Artist which may be added to Exhibit A. This exclusive right to display and sell applies
to the geographic areas of Waterbury and Waterbury Center, Vermont encompassed by
zip codes 05676 and 05677. So long as this Agreement is in effect Artist agrees not to
display or sell any of Artist’s work in the forgoing geographic area except through the
Gallery or in their own studio.

10. Commission & Referrals. The Gallery shall be entitled to receive a
commission equal to 40% of the sale price of the Works of art that are consigned. Gallery
shall be paid its commission at the time each Work of art sells such that Artist shall
receive the sale price less the commission. Artist shall be paid by a check to be mailed
on the 15" day of the month following the month in which a Work is sold. In the event
that Gallery refers one or more of Gallery’s customers to Artist, and in the further event
that such referral leads to the sale by Artist of a work of art, up to 3 months after the
release of this agreement, then Artist shall pay Gallery a commission of ten percent
(10%) of the sale price of said work, such payment to be due at the time the work is sold.

11. Reproduction & Promotions. The Artist reserves the copyright in all works of
art. The Gallery may for the sole purpose of promoting the works of art, photograph
them for inclusion in a catalog or other promotional materials so long as in each instance
the Artist is credited as the creator of the Work. Gallery reserves the exclusive right to
manage all promotional materials and shall have full discretion as to, and shall have full
control over, the content of such promotional materials. Gallery shall not be obligated to
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undertake any particular type of promotional activity, and Gallery shall not be obligated
to include any particular content in promotional activity it does undertake, unless Gallery
agrees to do so in writing.

12. Books and Records. The Gallery agrees to maintain books and records in the
ordinary course of business showing all activities involving the Works. The Gallery
further agrees to account to the Artist on a monthly basis in a form agreed upon by both
parties.

13. Miscellaneous. This Agreement represents the entire agreement between the
parties. This Agreement and any matter arising out of or related to this Agreement shall
be governed by Vermont law. Exclusive jurisdiction and venue for any such dispute shall
be the Superior Court, Civil Division, Washington Unit, in Montpelier, Vermont. In a suit
or other proceeding to enforce the terms of this Agreement, or in any dispute arising out
of or related to this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to an award of
reasonable legal, costs, and expenses. If any part of the Agreement is held to be illegal or
unenforceable, such holding will not affect the validity of the balance of the Agreement.

14. Modification. Only written modifications signed by both parties shall be valid

other than modifications concerning price which may be transmitted by electronic mail
and shall become binding upon receipt.

ARTIST

Its duly authorized agent

GALLERY

By: //

Its duly authorized agent




Exhibit A

Artist Name (Checks to be written to):
Mailing Address (Checks to be sent to):
Email Address:

Phone Number:

Item (Title or description of piece, medium, size, etc.) Retail Price




